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WATER DEPARTMENT 
11 ao MUNICl?AL SERVIC5 BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 

December 1 9:, 1 97 5 

.. ,_. ·~ i . i 
.. , 
- -I 

- ',r •. 

Mr. William Turner, Chairman 
Delaware County Regional Water 

_ Quality Control Authority 
Fifth and Welsh ·Streets 
Che~ter, Pennsylvania 19013 

•· . 

Dear Bill:· 
~ 

. : . ... - . ~ - . ;. . i -· 

; -... _--.-~--.- -; ·: .. - -·-

' .. ~ . : . _',: · .. 

. . ·- . ~:-_ -
. .· 

~- . 
I am enclosing a· copy of a letter to Wes Gilbertson of the Pennsylvania_ · · _". 

Depar'tmerit of ' En·vi"rol'11l!en~al Resources which describes · the Philadelphia Water , _. -- · 
Department's pos·ition ·w1th regard· to· the pending DELCORA tie-in at South- · .--~-.· 

-_ west this month. _._ _ · . .. . 
. -- · • - " '1. . , •! 1

\ ' f,._f 

- . .., . I can· only" reiterate the Department's desire tQ cooperate in the concept 
of regional ization. If, .however, the current series of suits against the · · 
Ci-ty -result- in more stringent interim requirements upon its wastewater di~- .. 
charges, we will reluctantly refuse to accept additional wastewater fTows . 
to our system, over and above today's quantities. I feel of all the alter­
·natives at my disposal i decrease i-n the load to our system may assist us in 
meeting the proposed ·interim measures and reduce a rate increase of ques~ 
tionable return on the citizens of _Philadelphia. 

i ...... 

· ·.· ~ ,_,.."\'le urge -you --to· contact the PaDER to initiate discussio~s on this matter. •i<, ·; 
. We look forward to your continued cooperation in the NPDES adjudicatory : ... 
hearing and in a resolution of the aforementionedlaJroblem. · 

. ' \ . · · · a;: y:urs, 
Carmen F. Guarino 
Corrmissioner 
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CARM:N F. GUARINO 

COMMISSIONER .. -. I'\ ! !- ' 

Mr. Wesley Gilbertson 
. . Deputy Secretary . . _ 

... ) I p :-• ! . ,' .. • 

Environmental Protection and Ragulation . 
.. _ ... Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
__ ;. _. __ · - _ Resources .~-
,_:._~<> Post Office Box 2063 · -
· ---- ·· Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 17120 

Dear Wes: · 

W A TER DEPART M ENT 
1180 MUNICl?AL SEIMCES BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 

D~cember .19, 1975 
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~-.- -.· ,·-r Under the terms o(olJr agreement with the Del~ware County ·Regional Wat-E!~ "::~~_-::,, 
- . Qualjty C.ontroL A_uthorjty , (DELCORA.), the City Qf Phil adel phiaAs .expecte6 · t o-;.g,1 ~rfL -

~-,r-:~-::-·:acce·pt"a.1L additional 14 MG□ '6r ~,astewater, l:iy '4t he· end ·of 1975, at our South::.;- "--·•-··" . 
•_·· _, ·westfac1lity. - . . . · · 

.t-•-.J t r...__ , 

. :_ ·~ _ . · '_. Normally, -we--would be inclined to treat this· additional fl ow as a result : -
.. -· of our commitment to the regional ization concept orches_!:_r~ted)n part _by the· · - -, : \ 
__ _ f>aDER- -- However, the City of _P~iladelphi~. is,j :ur-r ent1y engaged in an appeal - :Of"' .:.- ,· 
· · · certain terms of -its NPDES permits issued by _R,egion III of the United St ates, ,,~ -'-

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). •.-Int ervening parties in this appeal ·- 0 • j · 

process have alledged that the City is not cu-rrently meeting the treatment - · .. . _ 
levels required under t.hese permits • . ·-lhes~ ri-l'!t ~-rvenors , . through other lega-1-~ -~ :r .\ 

channel~, -have co·ncurr enfly urged striiigenf' action against the City on these - . - - ·-1 
same issues. There has been substantial indication that Region III .of the · i 
USEPA __ is __ in sympathy with these charges. · .-- . :..· ·:! 

. .... ·- . . ' . 

·. . · · Various rem~ies have been suggested in addition to an expensive interin · ~,: \ 
_· . treatment program of questionable· benefit. Among the remedial actions - · _·\ 

'. · . suggested have been pretreatment of compatible pollutants _by industries using ·:>, ·," .J 
., .. ; .. - ±he. C.ity.'. s ,sys.tern. and/or ~curtailment: of_Ci t y .,service to· '·o·ut1ying· . comrnu·niti es·-··._:;:::_,~:- : 
:-·~• :··wnidi 'ils:e -t;he .. system: -~ _·-• ·-~- . . ' -~ · _., .. , ..... ,,, · . . 
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Mr. Wesley Gilbertson 
i .. D.~ternber 19, 1975 

- I 

\. • Pa~e 2 

Since the outcome of these litjgations is uncertain our acceptance of 
,-;-, ;the -,addi-ti:onal -DEl::.COR)} f.lokf-is {:0nditionaL- ~<Lf-'.~theCity is :,ordered -to rerluce'{G:~ 1:- ~_~; _ 

. ,;i,ts ,Joad"fng-~t'o :-·the river oil'-ar{ ;rnterim· basis ,, Me \'7i1 l be .fo'rced to ·refuse··:·· ·; ';:H ,,:: 
l:.'c (:p.~cept~p<;:e i.9f.tthe,;DELGQ~6f Jo,~; tJr,~:clriY c,.otber r-eq'uests-:toc.d; stharge : to ,.our .;•;.:·::.:-::;, ::,./~iWFt:_.. 
' r>-:·,syst~i.!OY.et -:ancLabove'· our'., preserit' ·quanti ti es·; ,, ' ':'-'"1 'Cir('"::-~+,:,, :r·· ' ;-,,_,~ • . -,, r . ,·,s.: ~~tr- >f:~1,_.V.7 

. .. __ . We have ·participated .in the· regfona1ization-·concept :with-. th~ full under- t~.- ->-
·.. standing· that .the· =impact ":to- the~ envi·ronment ·.from 01these -outlying. flows woulq be·:;, - -~ -
•· ·_ minimized ~hen di spos~d of : through our pol 1 ution· control system. :: You -will ·-:_~ __ ,, ,_ 

• agree··that'·the· provisioris _:of the ·NPDES permit·~~how.ever; impose · additional · limits '•-~ 
on Philadelphia I s ,discharge which were not anticipated ·when agreements, such ··· 
as that with DELCORA,. were drawn .. . In this regard, -I -believe that your good -- ":~: ·.­
offices .,in bringin•g together,, the outlying -- cormnunities, the City, the State,· ~ .. ,.,. > • .-, 
and Region III of the USEPA might be very productive. We stand ready ta · :.: ·. · · 
cocpera~·fully in such an undertaking. · - . .. ~- ~- ..... _ .. . · 

. ·. - .. - -. 
• Very truly yours; -_ .. . ,' -
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CARMEN F. GUARINO 
COMMISSIONER " . 
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